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Homeschool
Herald
Welcome!

The Newsletter Created By
and For Homeschoolers
The place to share your creative creations.

Homeschool Excursions
hopes you enjoy the October
issue of the Homeschool
Herald.

Homeschool Excursions
is a 501(c)(3) non-proﬁt
organization established to
provide a valuable resource to
homeschool families in
Georgia. The Homeschool
Herald will serve to build
community and support since
iťs available to all families.
Our homeschoolers
possess a wealth of creativity,
and we hope this newsletter
provides an accessible outlet
for their expression. All
contributions are welcome
including pictures, stories,
articles, and more. We invite
everyone to share ideas,
suggestions, and creations.

The ‘Pickens County crew’ working on the clip
art, Laurana, Hunter, Katherine, Ayla, and
Sa#
share, and we
would be
We hope you enjoyed the past
delighted to
issues of the Homeschool Herald. The
October issue is here, and we’re really publish your
excited with how iťs turned out. The contributions!
homeschoolers have let their creative You are invited
juices ﬂow and they have shared their to join our
monthly
articles, original artwork, stories,
crafts, and more. Read on and let us Herald
know what you think! Hopefully your planning
meetings, held
creative creations will be included in
future issues. Everyone is welcome to in Pickens
County.

WWW.HOMESCHOOLEXCURSIONS.ORG

-Vered Kleinberger
Program Coordinator

Submissions may also be sent via
e-mail or snail mail.
Please contact us with any
questions, comments, ideas, or
suggestions.
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SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW
EVERYTHING?
A crocodile cannot stick out iťs tongue.
A “jiﬀy” is an actual unit of time for 1/100th of a
second.


FIELD TRIP REVIEW ON THE
CHATTAHOOCHEE NATURE CENTER
I went on a ﬁeld trip to the Chattahoochee Nature
Center. A naturalist taught us about habitats. A habitat
is a place where animals live. A habitat needs shelter,
food, space, and water. Here are the ﬁve main habitats:
ocean, dessert, woodlands, wetlands, and rain forest. I
learned about what happens to animals when we cut down
too many trees. I saw hawks, owls, turtles, snakes, and
even a bald eagle! I can’t wait to go back.

Artist: Ayla Bartlett, age 10

THE AQUARIUM

Written by Samantha Morgan, age 6 I went to the aquarium. I saw ﬁshes, big ones and small
ones. I saw big alligators and small alligators.

ADRENALINE RUSH
Have you ever wanted to scale
walls like Spider Man, well
here’s your chance!
Join me and Home School
Excursions at the Adrenaline
Climbing Gym on the third
Thursday of every month.
There you will earn to belay,
climb, and boulder.

Some turtles had claws and some didn’t. The one that
lives in the water doesn’t have claws. A very humungus
turtle looked like he was stuck, but he wasn’t.
I touched sting rays and sharks. Then I had to wash my
hands with soap.
There was a big butterﬂy room. I saw chrysalides in a
tank, and one was hatching. I saw a big white butterﬂy. I
got one to stick to my ﬁnger. Then he ﬂew oﬀ. Two were
eating oranges.
Dictated by Andrei Penoyer, age 7

To belay is to keep your
climbing partner safe
while he/she is climbing
up a specially designed
wall. To climb is fairly self
explanatory however, you
need to know how to tie
oﬀ the knots to climb
safely. To boulder is when
you climb without a rope. Honestly it is a lot of fun and
this is a great place to meet new and interesting people
and learn something in the process so see you there!
Contributed by Trevor Sparrow

WWW.HOMESCHOOLEXCURSIONS.ORG

Artist: Laurana Bartlett, age 6
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A LITTLE BIT ABOUT JAKE
Hello! My name is Jake Shaw. I am eleven years old. I
take karate at Hill City with my brother and sister. My
belt is yellow stripe.
I also play guitar. I have a Fender stratocaster and a Les
Paul style guitar. My favorite bands are Ozzie Osbourne,
AC/DC, Led Zepplin and Van Halen. My brother and I
love to play guitar together.

HALLOWEEN HAUNTING TIPS
1. Put raisins in drinks to look like bugs.
2. Fill clean rubber gloves with water. Freeze. Remove
glove and put in punch bowl. This will make a giant hand
ice cube!
3. String some white yarn around the house to look like
cob webs. You can also wet them so when unsuspecting
people walk through, it will be like walking through a wet
web.
4. Cover and glue white cheese cloth to a white helium
balloon. Draw a scary face on the cloth. This will make a
ﬂoating ghost.
5. Spread some dried pretzels under a
rug, so when your guests
walk over it, it will be like
stepping on bones!!
6. Replace your regular
light bulbs with black
lights. These are black
light bulbs. They give your
home a creepier look and
make everything glow.
7. Buy a cheap plastic cauldron. Fill
with
DRY ICE. This will make the cauldron fog. DO NOT
touch the ice!!! Ask an adult for help.
8. Play creepy Halloween music for a special eﬀect.
9. Buy a cheap “grow-a-pet” alien and put it in a jar of
water. A smaller jar will give it more of a cramped look. It
looks like a mad scientisťs home.
10. Cover any ordinary book cover with colored paper.
Write things like “The Book of the Deceased,” or “Spells”
on the front and sides.
11. Take black construction paper and cut it into little bat
shapes. Hang these bats from high places by clear ﬁshing
string. To really make them ﬂutter, point a small fan at
them.

Artist: Ayla Bartlett, age 10

Artist: Laurana
Bartlett, age 6

Presented my Master Haunter, Breanne Grover
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WEEDS? WHAT WEEDS?
This month, we’re going to be talking about Chickweed.
It is another of those fantastic ‘weeds’ that loves to grow
everywhere, and which often times people try to
eradicate. Instead of pulling it and tossing it in the trash,
use it!
Chickweed gets iťs name from iťs appeal to birds and
barnyard fowl, particularly chickens. Traditionally, this
nutritious herb was fed to caged birds and rabbits.
Here are some of the many
uses for this amazing plant:
Leaves and stems can be
added to salad, or can be
cooked like spinach
Often used as a cooling
demulcent and expectorant to
relieve coughs
Used externally for skin
diseases and to allay itching
Anti-inﬂammatory
Though not scientiﬁcally conﬁrmed, it is said to curb
obesity.
It is an excellent source of vitamin C and has been used to
prevent or treat scurvy
As a natural emulsiﬁer, or fat dissolver, it can help lower
cholesterol
It contains Vitamins A, B, and C, calcium, phosphorus,
potassium, iron, copper, and zinc

The entire plant is
edible, and can be
harvested
throughout the year.
There are no
documented cases,
as far as I could
ﬁnd, of toxicity
associated with
ingesting the plant.
It is safe for all external applications. However, the pollen
it produces may aggravate hay fever.

WWW.HOMESCHOOLEXCURSIONS.ORG

There is an abundance of information available about the
uses and history of Chickweed. The Peterson Field
Guides are always a terriﬁc source, particularly Edible Wild
Plants and Eastern/Central Medicinal Plants. Please research
all plants before using them, and NEVER pick and eat
anything without ﬁrst consulting an herbalist or a qualiﬁed
plant guide.
Index of images and information:
http://baysprings.olemiss.edu/publications/umfsjeanne.html
http://www.indianspringherbs.com/chickweed.htm
Think twice before you pull that weed! You may be
throwing away a medicine chesťs worth of resources.
Please consult your physician before making any medical or
dietary decisions.
Written by Plant Enthusiast, Vered Kleinberger

WHY DO NURSES WEAR WHITE?
WHY DO SURGEONS WEAR BLUE OR
GREEN WHEN OPERATING?
Florence Nightingale always wore a white uniform.
White, of course, is a symbol of purity, and in the case of
nurses, an appropriate and practical one-white quickly
shows any dirtiness.
Surgeons also wore white until 1914, when a surgeon
decided that red blood against a white uniform was rather
repulsive and needlessly graphic. The spinach green color
he chose to replace it helped neutralize the bright red.
At the end of World War II, the lighting was changed in
operating rooms, and most surgeons switched to a color
called “misty green.” Since about 1960, most surgeons
have used a color called “seal blue,” which contains a lot of
gray. Why this latest switch? According to Bernard
Lepper, of the Career Apparel Institute of New York City,
seal blue shows up better on the TV monitors used to
demonstrate surgical techniques to
medical
students.
Feldman, David. Why
Clockwise? and other
Imponderables.
Library, 1988. page

Do Clocks Run
Perennial
86.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Our Fall and Winter calendars are currently being
developed. Continue checking our website or join our
e-mail list for updates.
October 18
October 20

November 15
November 17

Georgia History Timeline at the
Funk Heritage Center in Canton
Monthly climbing day at Adrenaline
Climbing Gym in Suwanee (third
Thursday of each month)
The Shoemaker at the Center For
Puppetry Arts
Monthly climbing day at Adrenaline

MMMMM......FOOD!!!!
CREEPY CANDIES
Ingredients:
1 3/4 cups confectioners sugar
2 cups shredded coconut
2/3 cups condensed milk
mixing bowls
wooden spoon
black and red food coloring
toothpick
black and red licorice
strings
edible silver or tiny round
candies
1. Put the confectioners sugar, coconut, and condensed
milk into a bowl. Mix it up well.
2. Divide the mixture in half and put into two separate
bowls. Add 2-3 drops of red food coloring in one bowl and
2-3 drops black food coloring in the other bowl. Knead
the substance in your hands to blend in the color.
3. Mold small handfuls of black mixture into little mouse
shapes and the red into little round spider body shapes.
Use your
toothpick to poke a hole at the end
of each
mouse and insert a string of
black licorice for the tail.
For the spiders, poke
four holes along each
side of the body and
insert the red licorice
for the legs.
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4. Finally, place the edible silver or tiny candies into each
of the mouse’s or spider’s faces for the eyes.
5. This makes 8 spiders and 8 mice!! Enjoy and have a
happy Halloween!!
Contributed by Master Chef Breanne Grover

VAMPIRE’S BLOOD SHAKE
2 cups plain yogurt
1/2 tsp vanilla extract
1 package frozen strawberries or raspberries, thawed
ice cubes
1 pint strawberry ice cream
Mix yogurt, vanilla, and berries in the blender. Pour into
tall glasses over ice cubes, or chill. Top with a big spoonful
of strawberry ice cream.

HALLOWEEN SPIDERS
2 tablespoons Peanut butter
2 tablespoons powdered sugar
2 tablespoons Graham cracker crumbs
2 tablespoons Coconut
Licorice
Raisins
Mix peanut butter, sugar, and crumbs together and form a
ball. Divide the ball into 2 parts to form 2 balls, 1 slightly
smaller than the other. Roll balls in coconut and place
smaller ball on top of larger one. The smaller ball will be
the head and the larger one, the abdomen. Add 8 licorice
legs and 8 raisin eyes. Makes 1 scary spider.

BRAIN CELL SALAD
1 (6 ounce) package blueberry gelatin dessert mix
1 (16 ounce) container small-curd cottage cheese
1 (16 1/2 ounce) can blueberries in syrup (or 3/4 cup frozen
blueberries, thawed)
blue food coloring
Prepare gelatin according to the directions on the
package. Chill for four to ﬁve hours, or until ﬁrm. Scoop
cottage cheese into bowl. Drain and set aside the syrup
from the blueberries. Add the blueberries to the cottage
cheese and mix well. Add three drops of food coloring to
turn the cottage cheese a nice grayish color when blended.
To serve the salad, place a few spoonfuls of ﬁrm gelatin
(congealed brain ﬂuids) onto individual plates. Top with a
scoop of cottage cheese (brain tissue) mixture and serve.
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6. Take the stuﬃng and glue it all over the body. Glue a
little extra on the sides to look like arms.
7. Now, take the sheets and cut them into about 3 inch
thick strips. By the time you are done, you should have
enough to wrap around the entire body. If you don’t, cut
up another white sheet.
8. Wrap the body in the sheets, glue as you go. Cover the
head too. You can leave a small place for the eyes to show
if you want to. If you do this, I recommend you color
them red. It makes it more creepy. Don’t forget to cover
the wooden block feet!

Artist: Molly Shaw, age 10

SCARY MUMMY PROP

9. Prop it against something. Stand it up or lay it down!!
It makes a great Halloween prop for any home or haunted
house.
By Craft Master Breanne Grover

This is a harder project to do. It may require a saw.
You may need parent help.
Supplies needed:
1 styrofoam head
5 foot tall piece of plywood
1-2 white sheets (will be cut up)
1 small block of wood about the size of a foot (any size)
White toll paint, and stuﬃng
1. Have someone trace you or a family member on the
piece of wood. When you get to the
head, draw the neck like a point. Don’t
draw the “head” part.
2. Paint the foam head completely
white.

Artist: Sam Ingram, age 8

FIVE LITTLE PUMPKINS
3. Now, this is where you are going to
need an adulťs help. Cut the body trace
out of the wood using an electric saw or
any tool you ﬁnd suitable.
4. Now you have a body shape and a
white foam head. Stab the head onto
the point so it is on securely. If you
want, you can nail it on also to make it
extra sturdy. If you do this, be careful
because the foam is delicate.
5. Now, take the wooden block and nail
it to the bottom of the ﬁgure. Nail it
where the feet would be.

WWW.HOMESCHOOLEXCURSIONS.ORG

Five little pumpkins sitting on a gate
The ﬁrst one said, “Oh , my its getting late!”
The second one said, “There are witches in the air.”
The third one said, “But we don’t care.”
The fourth one said, “Leťs run, leťs run!”
The ﬁfth one said, “Isn’t Halloween fun?”
Then Woooooo went the wind
And OUT went the lights.
And ﬁve little pumpkins rolled out of sight.
Contributed by
Sam Ingram, age 8
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Artist: Laurana Bartlett, age 6

AN AFTERNOON DREAM
I took a really great trip to the moon in my pink and white
poke-a-dot rocketship. Since there is no gravity on the
moon, I had to jump to catch my lunch. It was so cold
that I almost froze to death. So, I did cartwheels and
ﬂips to keep warm. I tried to paint my nails, but my
polish froze. I tried to read the morning paper, but the
paper ﬂoated away. I traded some rocks that I brought
from earth for some moon rocks to put in my collection.
At the end of the day, I rolled out my sleeping bag and
watched the stars.

Artist: Sage Gilleland, age 9

BASEBALL
I play baseball for the Sidewinders. I really like baseball.
I practice a lot. Last year, I wasn’t very good, but with a
lot of hard work I am better now.

My favorite part about baseball is hitting the ball. Our
last game was 14-13 and we lost. It was a really close
Written by Samantha game and we had a lot of fun.
Morgan, age 6
I know a couple of players from other teams and I have
made more new friends. I already have two game balls.
I like to get a snack at the end of the game.
By Harrison Verhine, age 7

MUCKDOGS
The Muckdogs is my baseball team. I like my
teammates. I can hit good. But sometimes I strikeout.
I am a good catcher. I like to score a run. THE END.
By Noah Verhine, age 6

WWW.HOMESCHOOLEXCURSIONS.ORG

Artist: Katherine Bartlett, age 4
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LIFE WITHOUT PLANTS
Plants make oxygen when we exhale carbon dioxide. They
breathe carbon-dioxide and we breathe oxygen. Plants
take in water and carbon-dioxide and make food and
oxygen. This process is called photosynthesis.
Plants are important. If plants didn’t grow food, animals
that eat berries or fruit would not live. Animals that eat
other animals would not live either. So, if plants weren’t
alive it would break up the food chain and would mess the
environment up too. Humans, insects, animals, mammals,
and amphibians would not live on earth. Without plants
beavers could not build dams. Birds could not build nests
in trees. Bugs would not be able to make eggs on leaves.
If there were no plants to shade all living things, they
would die of heat exhaustion or dehydration. All living
things need shade from the sun, shelter from rain, and
protection from hail and lightning.
By-products are things we use out of plants, such as food,
which all living things need to stay alive. Medicine helps
wounded or sick animals or humans back to health.
Building products are materials that help living things
have shelter and protection. Firewood helps humans stay
warm and cook food. And ﬁnally, clothes keep humans
warm while moving around.

HOW ARE THE BRAVES DOING?
The Braves are doing pretty good. Andrew Jones keeps
hitting home runs. They’ve been winning a lot. One time
I was watching the Braves and the Braves pitcher threw
101 mph! Marcus Giles is doing great! He has had about
40 doubles. I’m sad that the season is almost over, but
I’m excited about the World Series. I think that the
White Sox and the Braves are going to play each other in
the World Series.
Reported by Riley Shaw, age 9

In conclusion, if photosynthesis didn’t work in plants we
wouldn’t have food or oxygen. If we didn’t have plants it
would alter the food chain. Without plants there wouldn’t
be any life on earth.
Written by Jarrod Lemons

Artist:
Sage
Gilleland,
age 9

Artist: Ayla Bartlett, age 10
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
THEIR PATRONAGE SUBSIDIZES PROGRAM COSTS TO REDUCE
HOMESCHOOL EXCURSIONS’ ACTIVITY FEES, AND HELPS TO MAKE
THIS NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Love Horses?
Sunburst Stables
Horse Camp

Upscale Resale for Teens
We pay cash for your pre-loved, in style,
brand name clothing.
Girls sizes 0 to women’s 16
Guys 12 to men’s LXL

SUMMER CAMPS
Girls ages 8-15
1 week sessions Sun-Sat.
2 sessions of riding activities each
day along with swimming, climbing wall, ropes course,
kayaking, horse drawn hay rides, buggy rides, tubing,
putt-putt, bowling, roller skating, an overnight camping
trip.
CALL NOW TO ENROLL IN ONE OF OUR SESSIONS
THIS SUMMER: OR
HOMESCHOOL SESSION Jul 31 - Aug 6
800-806-1953 (706) 947-7433
LOCATED NEAR HELEN IN NE GA MTNS

Call or visit us for details!
Upscale Resale for Teens
1191 B, East Church Street
Jasper, GA 30143
(706) 253- 9458

WWW.HOMESCHOOLEXCURSIONS.ORG
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Kelly’s Kids
Protecting the North Georgia
Mountains.
104 North Main Street, Suite B3

clothes that wear and
wear and wear

Kimberly Bixby

rep #110439

Jasper, Georgia 30143
(706)253-4077
info@mctga.org www.mctga.org

Phone: (678) 454-1775
E-mail:cbixby@ellijay.com
1500 Ball Ground Road, Ball Ground, GA 30107

Sole to Soul
Reflexology and Healing Touch

COVENANT
C-A-M-P-U-S, INC.
We partner with parents
in a one of a kind
program offering:
Performing & Visual Arts
Academic Classes
Elective Classes
After School Programs

Energy work to Heal
Body, Mind, and Spirit

Call Janis Kleinberger for an appointment
or for more information: (404) 375-8678

www.COVENANTcampusAcademy.com
COVENANT features the PICK-A-CLASS PROGRAM
giving homeschool families the freedom to choose
what works best for them. We are open 4 days a
week for ages 3 years to 10th grade

770 294-4400 109 Mars Hill Rd, Powder Springs

WWW.HOMESCHOOLEXCURSIONS.ORG
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Pickens County
Homeschoolers

Helping You Parent
Well…Naturally!
* Playsilks
* Bambini Beads
* HABA Wooden Toys, Floor Games, and Puzzles
* Stockmar & Lyra Art Supplies
* Kathe Kruse Waldorf Dolls from Germany
* Greathall Storytelling CDs and audio tapes by
storytelling master Jim Weiss

Do you feel like you’re
on your own? Well,
you’re not! Come join
other homeschooling
families in the Pickens
County area. Visit our Yahoo! group for
upcoming events or just to chat.
pickenshomeschooler@yahoogroups.com
See you soon!

Contact Celeste Lane for a free catalog
770-974-3802
www.SimplyNaturalFamily.com
"Your Source For Products That Satisfy Your Conscience!"

PROGRAMS AT THE PICKENS
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
Homeschool Excursions wishes to thank the
Pickens County Library for the continued use
of their facilities as we develop the Homeschool
Herald. Thank you!
Please call the library for a list of their exciting
upcoming activities.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT
THE PICKENS COUNTY LIBRARY AT
(706) 692-5411
Artist: Sage Gilleland, age 9
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PUTTING THE ‘FAMILY’ BACK IN
‘ENTERTAINMENT’
ALL FAMILY TIME MOVIES ARE
EDITED FOR CONTENT SO YOU
DON’T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT
BAD LANGUAGE, NUDITY,
EXTREME VIOLENCE, OR
SEXUAL SITUATIONS

CHECK OUT FAMILY TIME MOVIES AT THE
EDUCATION STATION
98 DEAN GOSS DR, SUITE 105
JASPER, GA 30143
(706) 253-7323
WWW.FAMILYTIMEMOVIES.COM
CS@FAMILYTIMEMOVIES.COM

Your advertisement can be here!
Reach hundreds of
homeschooling families monthly.
Please help support this newsletter and
Homeschool Excursions. 100% of the
income generated through advertising
supplements program costs to make all
activities affordable.
Contact Homeschool Excursions for more information

DISCOVERY TOYS
Kimberly Bixby
Educational Consultant
Phone: (678) 454-1775
Fax: (770) 735-1793
1500 Ball Ground Rd
Ball Ground, GA 30107
E-Mail: kimberlybtoys@ellijay.com

WWW.HOMESCHOOLEXCURSIONS.ORG
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EDITOR’S NOTE

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF IMAGES
Clip Art drawn by Ayla, Sam, Nathan, Katherine,
Laurana, and Sage.

Many families have asked if their homeschoolers can
submit contributions even if they can’t attend the
planning meetings in Pickens County. Of course they
can! You are welcome to e-mail or snail mail their
creative contributions to Homeschool Excursions.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Please contact Homeschool Excursions to be placed on
our mailing list, e-mail loop, or for advertising rates.

A SPECIAL THANKS TO...
• All the homeschoolers who contributed to the
production of this ﬁrst issue. This couldn’t have been
done without you!
• The Pickens County Library for allowing us to use
your facility for our meetings.
• The Ashbeck family for donating the paper on which
to print the Herald.
• Janis Kleinberger for all her assistance and generosity.
• Michael Seay for assisting in editing the newsletter.

Receive a copy of the Homeschool Herald monthly in
your mailbox for the low rate of $10.00 a year, which
includes coupons and other oﬀers not available online.
We gladly accept tax deductible donations to
supplement program costs in an eﬀort to make all of our
exciting activities aﬀordable for everyone.
(770) 605-2451
homeschoolexcursions@earthlink.net
PO Box 1283
Jasper, GA 30143

The Homeschool Herald is printed on recycled paper. Help preserve our environment
through the use of recycled products and reducing waste.

Homeschool Herald Order Form
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Phone Number:_______________________ E-mail:_____________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________
City:________________________ State:____________ Zip Code:__________________
Number of homeschooled students in your household:____________
Please fill in the above information and mail it with your payment of $10.00 per year for home delivery of the
Homeschool Herald. Your support helps supplement the exciting opportunities offered by
Homeschool Excursions for homeschoolers in Georgia.
Mail subscription information to:
Homeschool Excursions
PO Box 1283
Jasper, GA 30143
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The October Issue
Halloween plays a prominent
theme throughout this issue,
including recipes, songs, and craft
ideas.
Fall is on iťs way! Which brings
an exciting time of year. The
homeschoolers have worked hard
to bring you the October issue of
the Homeschool Herald, including
articles, stories, recipes, and more,
so we hope you enjoy it!

Send us your Thanksgiving and
other fall holiday submissions for
the November issue. We look
forward to hearing from you and
including your creative creations
next month.
Download the online version of
the October Herald oﬀ our
website to view a video created by
the Jones family. Send us video
and audio clips to be included in
future issues!!

This month’s Herald has a wide
range of submissions. Read on to
see what the homeschoolers have
been up to. They have let their
creative juices ﬂow to bring you an
exciting newsletter for your
Happy fall!!!
reading pleasure.

Whaťs Inside?
Yummy Recipes
We’ve got a FULL PAGE of recipes this
month!! Try these interesting treats and
let us know what you think.

Weeds? What weeds?
Ever heard of Chickweed? Maybe not,
but you probably have it growing near
your home. Don’t kill it - use it! Read
how...

Songs, Poems, Pictures, Stories,
Articles, and More
See what the homeschoolers have
created. Each Herald is very different,
so explore this issue, and we hope you
enjoy this month’s submissions!

Homeschool Excursions, Inc.
PO Box 1283
Jasper, GA 30143
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