
Homeschool
Herald

The Newsletter Created By 
and For Homeschoolers
The place to share your creative creations.

The Macon Connection: 
Dakota, Carson, Aaron, 
Megan, 
Kaylee, and Etha!

We hope you enjoyed the 
first issues of the Homeschool 
Herald.  May’s issue is ready, 
and we’re really excited with 
how iťs turned out.  The 
homeschoolers have let their 
creative juices flow and they 
have shared  their articles, 
original artwork, stories, 

                            
 

crafts, and more.  Of course, also 
included are presentations of all kinds 
submitted by homeschoolers from 
throughout Georgia.   Read on!  And 
let us know what you think.  
Hopefully your creative creations will 
be included in future issues.  
Everyone is welcome to share, and we 
would be delighted to publish your 
contributions!  
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Welcome Back!
Homeschool Excursions 

hopes you enjoy the May 
issue of the Homeschool 
Herald.  

Homeschool Excursions 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization established to 
provide a valuable resource to 
homeschool families in 
Georgia.  The Homeschool 
Herald will serve to build 
community and support since 
iťs available to all families.

Our homeschoolers 
possess a wealth of creativity, 
and we hope this newsletter 
provides an accessible outlet 
for their expression.  All 
contributions are welcome 
including pictures, stories, 
articles, and more.  We invite 
everyone to share ideas, 
suggestions, and creations. 

-Vered Kleinberger
Program Coordinator   

http://www.homeschoolexcursions.org/


QUOTE OF THE MONTH: 
’It is amazing what you can accomplish if you do not 

care who gets the credit.’
- Harry S. Truman

RUNS     
One day, I wrote a poem called “RUNS”.  I spent a long 
time working on the poem.  I finally finished it and sent 
it to a publishing company.  They published it in the 
Anthology of Poetry by Young Americans in the 2004 
Edition on page 77!  Here it is:

  RUNS
  Race each other,
  Understand where to go,
  Never fight each other.
  Start to finish is where you go.

I was so excited they picked my poem to be published in 
a book.  Maybe you can get your poem or book 
published on day.
  
             Created by Dakota Tabler, age 11

HOW TO CLEAN A FISH

First start by killing the fish (hit it on the top of the head 
with a stick). Then gut it by cutting a slit along it’s belly 
from the vent (the fish’s rectum) to the back of the jaw and 

pull out the 
inner organs. 
Then scale the 
fish using a 
scalar or sharp 
knife. Holding 
the knife or 
scalar 
perpendicular (a 
90 degree angle) 
to the fish press 
down slightly 
and scrape 

firmly from tail 
to head. Then run the knife fairly deep along both sides of 
the dorsal (the fin or fins on a fish’s back), and anal (the 
fins on the fish’s belly) 
fins to pull them free. 
Then slice off the head 
with a diagonal cut from 
the back of the head to 
the belly. Finally remove 
the remaining viscera 
(inner organs, veins, and 
any other junk you might 
find) and rinse with cool 
water. 

Written By Patrick 
Johnson
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Artist: Kaylee Tabler

~BEAUTIFUL~
 

Have you ever seen anything as beautiful as an eagle 
flying low over a shimmering lake,

Or a majestic ship with dolphins swimming in its 
wake.

A mother and her child playing in the park on a 
summer day,

A father helping a fallen baby before they continue 
on their way.

A fire fighter risking his life for a child he doesn’t 
even know,

Or a Grandmother going to her Grandchilďs 
important ballet show.

A rainbow that stretches its colors across the entire 
sky,

Or watching a baby bird stretch his wings and fly.
A boyfriend proposing to his girlfriend in the midst 

of a rainstorm,
And witnessing the miracle of life as a beautiful baby is 

born.
But there is something even more beautiful than 

any of this,
Even more beautiful than a chilďs innocent and 

loving wish.
I have seen many things that were beautiful 

beyond belief,
But this is the one thing that made me want to 

weep.
A soldier returning home after serving his country,

Awaiting the moment he would see his beloved 
family.

He steps off the plane and as he looks around,
He sees his wife and children standing in the 

crowd.
He stands there for a moment and tries to catch 

his breath,
Then he starts to run with all the strength he has 

left.
Nothing can completely explain the look on his 

face,
As he catches his wife up in a tearful embrace.

He cries as he realizes where he is at.
At home with his family and safe at last. 

By: Rebecca Best, age 14
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MMMMM.....FOOD!

QUICK AND EASY PEANUT BUTTER 
COOKIES

What you need: Hershey kisses (optional)
1 cup peanut butter
1 cup sugar
1 egg
Pre-heat oven to 350.
Mix sugar, peanut butter and egg in bowl. Drop by
spoonfuls onto cookie sheet. Bake for 10 minutes, or
until cookies are brown around edges.
If desired, when the cookies are out of the oven and
still warm, press the hershey kisses lightly into the
center of cookies.

By Master Chef, Gina Rogers

INDIANS TACOS

1 1/2 c. milk    2 eggs
1/2 c. sugar    7 c. flour
1 1/2 tsp salt    3 lbs hamburger
1/2 c. shortening or butter  3 pkgs taco seasoning
1/2 c. warm water   2 pkgs dry yeast
Taco toppers of your choice

Combine milk, sugar, salt, and shortening.  Heat until 
bubbles appear around edge.  Set aside.  Dissolve yeast 
in water.  Beat eggs until foamy.  Add yeast, eggs, and 1/3 
of flour.  Add remaining ingredients and knead.  Let rise 
until doubles.  Heat a deep pot of oil on medium-high.  
Take a small ball of dough and flatten with rolling pin.  
Poke a few places with a fork.  Fry on 1 side until golden 
brown, then turn over to other side and fry until golden 
brown.  Drain on a plate or a paper towel.  Continue for 
rest of dough.  Fix taco meat according to package 
directions.  Put meat on top and top with your choice of 
taco toppings.

Presented by Ayla Bartlett

IRRESISTIBLE ICE-CREAM 
SANDWICHES

(FROM SOUTHERN LIVING MAGAZINE)

Ingredients:
2 pints vanilla ice-cream, softened
15 mint and cream filled chocolate sandwich cookies, 
 chopped
1 (8.5 ounce) package large chewy chocolate cookies

1. Stir together softened ice-cream and sandwich cookie 
pieces
2. Freeze 30 minutes
3. Spread ice-cream evenly on 1 side of 5 large chewy 
cookies
4. Place in plastic or wax sandwich bags, and freeze for 
at least one hour

By Breanne Grover, Food Expert

CARMEL CORN

1 stick butter cup brown sugar        
1/4 cup white corn syrup
1/4 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. vanilla
3 bags popped pop corn (approximately 
1 gallon)

Boil the first three items for 3 minutes and remove from 
heat.  Add next two items and stir well.  Pour over pop 
corn and stir well.  Spread pop corn mixture in a 
buttered 9x13 pan.  Bake in 250 degree oven for 45 
minutes, stirring every 15 minutes.  ENJOY!

As prepared by Abby Ashbeck

FRUITY FIZZ DRINK

Ingredients:
Juices of your choice
1 ice cube tray
Sprite, 7-Up, or Ginger 
Ale
Cherry licorice straws (candy)

1. Pour the juices of your choice into the ice 
cube tray and place in freezer until frozen
2. Pour your Sprite, 7-Up, or Ginger Ale into a cup
3. Place different colored ice cubes in the drink
4. Take a cherry licorice straw and snip off the ends.  
Place in the drink.  This will serve as your straw.
5. Slurp away!

As enjoyed by Breanne Grover
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Artist: Ali Lemons

STORIES FROM ABROAD
Greetings from Argentina!  For those of you who don’t 
know where in the world that is, it is the second largest 

country in South America 
and the largest Spanish-
speaking country in South 
America and it is the home 
of Evita (Eva Peron).    
Brazil is larger than
Argentina but they speak 
Portuguese.  Argentina was 
a colony of Spain when 
Spain ruled most of South 
America, Central America 
and a good portion of 
North America.

Down here, the people look 
different than most places in 

Latin America. Because there were no gold or silver 
mines, or large farming operations there were very few 
slaves brought over to work.  For a while, the majority of 
the people in Argentina were descendants of Spaniards.  
After World War I and World War II, Argentina was 
flooded with immigrants from other parts of Western 
Europe, namely Germany and Italy.  To this day you will 
meet Argentines with German and Italian last names.  
In fact, there are now more people in Argentina who are 
descendants of Italians than Spaniards.  You can tell this 
is true because most of them have olive skin like Italians 
and their Spanish sounds very much like Italian.  Even 
the rhythm of how they speak sounds Italian which 
makes for a very beautiful sounding accent.

During the 18th and 19th centuries and even into the 
20th Argentina was known for two things: cattle and 
trade.  Buenos Aires was often called the Paris of South 
America because of its beautiful buildings and very 

European culture.  It is 
more like Europe in many 
ways than Latin America.  
Today, Buenos Aires is 
still a bustling city with 
people from around the 
world and
people who live in the 
city are called 
“porte~n~os” (poor-ten-
yos).  The remainder of 
the country, outside the 
city is known for its open 
grasslands call “Las 
Pampas” which were 
perfect for raising cattle.  Thaťs why you’ll still find all 
sorts of things made out of leather and some of the best 
steaks in the world.  Their cowboys who tend to the 
cattle are called “gauchos” and the ranches are called 
“estancias”.  

Remember, every country in Latin America, like 
anywhere else in the world is full of unique and original 
things.  Every country has its own qualities that make it 
special.  Until 
next time I bid 
you all farewell 
from South 
America.  Ciao 
(pronounced 
“chow” and 
means goodbye).  

Contributed by 
Guest Writer and 
World Traveler, Rick Rivera

Artist: Ayla Barrett
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MOTHER’S DAY BATH SALTS
(Easy To Do)

Ingredients:
2 cups Epsom salts
1 cup sea salt or rock salt        
1/4 teaspoon glycerin
Food colors of your choice (just a 
couple drops)
Essential oils or perfume
Jars with lids or toppers

1. Combine salts in a bowl and mix 
well
2. Add food coloring (just a couple drops), glycerin, and 4 
to 5 drops essential oils or perfume.  Mix well.
3. Spoon salts into jars and close them tightly.
4. This is a mother’s day craft.  You can make the jar 
look fancy by putting a bow on  top or you could paint 
the jar with glass paint!
5. Makes three cups bath salts.

By Breanne Grover

FLOWER LIGHTS

What you need:
Fake (silk) flowers
Christmas lights
--------
Pop the stem in the middle of the flower out, and pull
out the rest of it, so that you only have the petal
left.  Then, simply press the christmas light-bulbs 
through the middle.

GROOVY MARBLE MAGNETS

Here’s the results:
http://img.photobucket.com/albums/v26/snowwy/
P1010006.jpg
http://img.photobucket.com/albums/v26/snowwy/
P1010005.jpg
http://img.photobucket.com/albums/v26/snowwy/
Picture074.jpg 

What you need: 
pictures cut out from a magazine
cardboard cut out in circles
magnets, or magnet sheets.
Flat glass marbles
Glue

What you do:

Take the magazine picture and paste it onto the card
board circle.
Brush or spread glue onto the front of the cardboard
circle (the magazine picture) (MAKE SURE TO DO IT
THINLY SO YOU CAN SEE YOUR PICTURE!)
Press the glued part onto the flat back of marble.
Glue magnet on.
Then you’re done!

GREETING CARDS
These cards make great gifts for Mothers Day.

What you need:
Some type of glittery or colorful paper.
Plain white printer paper.
Hole Puncher.
Ribbon. (Pink or your moms favorite color, for
example.)
Scissors

Draw or print out pictures of things your mom likes on
the colorful or glittery paper. Then, cut them out. 

Grab a piece of the printer paper and fold it in half.
 Cut it.  Punch holes in the side through each piece
of paper. 
Paste the pictures on to the front with something like
“happy mothers day!” written on in marker.

Thread ribbon through the holes.  And you’re done!

Additional Crafts Provided by Gina Rogers

MOVIE REVIEW: LADDER 49

This movie was great.  Starring John Travolta and 
Joaquinn Phoenix, it is all about friendship.  The movie 
is a little intense at times as the friends are fire fighters 
and they reflect over past fires they have fought 
together.  This might be to much for kids under the age 
of 12 but definitely great friends movie.  The movie goes 
quickly, you really do not want it to end.  The friendship 
developed by all the firefighters shows a good example 
of how we should all be friends to one another.  We all 
need good friends to count on.  I recommend this movie 
with two thumbs up.

By Film Critic Abby Ashbeck
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Native American Pow Wow By Ayla Bartlett, age 10

HOW THE LAKOTA LIVED
 Many winters ago there was the Lakota tribe.  Sioux is 
another name for Lakota. Their enemies gave them the 
name Sioux which means “snake.”  The Lakota lived in 
houses called tipis, which means more than one. The 
tipis were made out of buffalo hides. They had 14 to 16 
pine poles for each tipi. They lived in groups of 8 to 20 
tipis. They used tipis because they were portable so they 
could chase the buffalo.
They hunted different kinds of meat like buffalo, deer, 
elk, and rabbit.  Some of the Native Americans farmed, 
but not the Lakota.  They didn’t farm because they 
traveled, they were nomadic.  They were gatherers.  
They gathered wild food, like berries.
They lived with extended families, which were divided 
into family groups called tiyopaye.  If you lived in the 
old days, you would have yourself, your siblings, your 
parents, and your mom’s sisters would be your sisters. In 
the tipis you would have your own spot of the tipi. In 
the tipi the grandmother lived in the door to the left 
and the dad lived in the back.

By Ayla Bartlett, Lakota Descendant

Artist: Alessia Shillington

Artist: Kelly Roberts

CINNAMON’S FIRST RIDE

Hi, my name is Megan Tabler and I have a brother 
named Dakota [11], a sister named Kaylee [4], a mom 
named Belinda, and a dad named Tony.  We have one cat 
named Big One and five horses.  Their names are Brio, 
Victor, Brooke, Shadow, and Cinnamon.  [A horse ages 
three years for one of our years.]  Cinnamon needed to 
be ridden.  We hadn’t ridden her yet and didn’t know 
anybody to ride her.  We knew she was trained but we 
hadn’t seen anyone ride her.  We were stuck!!  I 
suggested I ride her for the first time.  My dad and I 
rode horses to the pecan orchard nearby.  My dad rode 
Victor and I rode Cinnamon.  I was a little scared, but 
by the end of the ride I was laughing and giggling.  We 
rode through mud, water, and on the roads.  A car even 
went by at full speed and she didn’t even care.  We also 
rode past barking and growling dogs and she didn’t get 
scared.  That is amazing because most horses would have 
been spooked.  When we got back home from our ride, 
I was so happy.  I told mom, brother, and sister about 
the ride.  They couldn’t believe that I rode Cinnamon!!!  
I put Cinnamon away and told her how good she had 
done.  I also gave her 2 or 3 apple treats.  I love to ride 
Cinnamon!!!!

Written by Megan Tabler, age 10
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’MOM’ PHOTOS (MOM, GRANDMA, AUNT, SISTER...)

  

 
  The 
  Cagle Crew

Kelly and 
Wendy Roberts
                                     


                      The 
      Johnsons

          The Tharpes with MeMe

 

Mrs. Katrina Bartlett, mother 
of many
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Valerie Waters and her mom, 
Gloria

                                 The Senacks

               Valerie Waters 
and her kids

Patti and Melody Johnson

Crystal 
and her mom, Patti

 
Patrick Johnson and Memama
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The Grover Clan

The 
Montemayor Family

The 
Whittingtons

                              My Crew, the Kleinbergers:    
                           Oren, Mom (Janis), Leah, 
                                  Me (Vered), and Dad (Itamar)

DADS, IT’S YOUR TURN NEXT 
MONTH!  GET YOUR PHOTOS 

READY!
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THE NEW RICH GIRL
“Man, I wish I was like them. I mean they have 

so many friends.” Melody said longingly to Edie. “ Why? 
After all, they are only popular because they have money 
and can always get the newest clothes, music CD’s, and 
movies. But you and I have real friends.” Edie reminded. 
“Come on, you can’t honestly say you don’t want to be 
popular.” “I think it would be interesting to be popular. 
But I like my life just like it is.” Melody sighed.

“Mom! Dad! I am home. Where is everybody?” 
“We’re in here Melody.”  Mom shouted from the 
kitchen. Melody walked in the kitchen, and saw her 
mom and dad sitting at the table. “Your father has some 
news for us.” “Well I was listing to 104.7 the fish and 
they were having a contest, and well, I won. You see the 
prize was $100,000,000.” “What?!” everyone screamed 
at once. It was true. Melody’s life had just been changed 
forever.

The next day at school in the cafeteria… “So I 
get home and my dad tells me we are now multi-
millionaires. My Dad just won 100 million dollars on a 
radio game show!” Melody said. “Can you believe it?” 
Edie’s eyes lit up like fireworks as she jumped onto the 
chair she had been sitting on moments before. “Hey 
everyone, Melody is rich! R I C H rich! She makes Bill 
Gates look like a poor man. My best friend is loaded!” 
Finally, Edie sat down. Everyone in the lunchroom was 
just sitting there staring with their sandwich crumbs 
hanging off their lips. “ I hope you don’t think I made 
too big a deal out of it.” Edie grinned slyly as she picked 
up her juice box. “Uh yeah, right Edie, you are so quiet. 
No one probably even noticed.”  Melody said rolling her 
eyes.              

As Melody looked up, she saw Ashley walking 
her way. Before Melody had time to wonder why one of 
the most popular girls in 6th grade was walking towards 
their table, Ashley smiled and waved. “Hey Melody, why 
don’t you come sit with us?” Melody thought for just a 
moment and said “Thanks anyway, but I am already 
sitting with Edie.” Ashley crinkled up her nose and 
looked down at Edie who was sitting with a hopeful look 
on her face. “Well, ok, I guess she can come to.” Ashley 
said frowning as she helped Melody pick up her lunch 
tray to move it. Melody motioned to Edie to follow her 
as they both looked at one another with a mixture of 
surprise and delight. Everyone in the cafeteria turned to 
watch as the “regular girls” made their way across the 
room to join the very select group of kids known as the 
“popular group”. Everyone watched, because it almost 
never happened that a regular kid was changed to the 
popular group. 

“Can you believe what Sara is wearing?” Asked 
Ashley as Sara walked by with her head hung low. “I 

don’t know. I like her outfit.” “Trust me on this one 
Melody. That pink shirt dose not go with those blue 
jeans”

Later that day at Melody’s house… “Mom can I 
have a raise in my allowance?” Mom looked curiously at 
Melody. “No I think your allowance is a fair amount.” 
“O.k. than can we move to one of those houses on 
Victorian Lane?” “No. Why do you want to move?” 
“Because thaťs where all the popular kids live.” “So you 
think if you live there you will become popular.” 
“Exactly!” “Melody you’ll just end up having friends for 
the wrong reason.”

The next day at school… “Hey Melody. I am 
having a party tonight, want to come?” “Sure. Hey Edie.” 
“Hey.” “Edie you coming tonight?” “Where?” “Never 
mind.” After lunch, at Ashley’s locker. “Ashley is Edie 
invited to the party.” “Are you kidding me Melody? Why 
would I invite her?” “Why would it you?” “Duh. Melody 
she’s a dork, a geek, and a LOSER.” “No she’s not she’s 
my best friend.” “Fine then. 
My real friends were right, 
you are a loser.”

The next day not at 
the popular table… “Did you 
hear what happened? My 
Dad found out that it was a 
mistake.” “What was?”                      
“The money. We are not 
multi millionaires.” “So now 
you’re not rich!” Edie 
screamed. Every one had to 
have heard. A few girls even 
left the table. “No”, Melody 
winked,  “I’m still rich, but do not tell a soul.”   

Written by  Melody Johnson

Artist: Abby Ashbeck

  HOMESCHOOL EXCURSIONS, INC. � MAY 2005

WWW.HOMESCHOOLEXCURSIONS.ORG� PAGE 11

http://www.homeschoolexcursions.org/


HOW TO CARE FOR FERRETS

Ferrets are cute little fuzzies that have lots of spunk and 
character.  In this article I will tell you how to care for 
and raise ferrets.

Ferrets are a long commitment and I suggest you make 
sure you have the time and the willingness for them 
before you buy one.  The life expectancy of a ferret can 
be anywhere from 5 to 7 years.  

Ferrets are usually found in most pet shops.  A good 
place to find them is Petco.  Although PetSmart has 

some ferret 
items, they 
don’t carry 
ferrets at 
any time.  
Petco 
usually has 
sales on 
ferrets 
every once 
in a while.  
They also 
have 
everything 

you will need for your fuzzy friends.  The price you can 
expect to pay for a ferret is usually between 100-200 
dollars.  Another really good place to find ferrets is at 
ferret shelters.  The price range there is about 70 dollars.  
The only ferret shelter in Georgia is called Ferret 
Business.  If you are not in Georgia other ferret listings 
can be found in the back of ferret magazines.

When you have found a ferret that you like, examine it 
thoroughly.  Some pet stores have rooms where you can 
get acquainted with your pet.  If they have one, I suggest 
you use it.  Make sure your ferret is friendly and doesn’t 
bite.

The next step is buying your ferrets cage.  If you plan on 
having more than one ferret, 
you will need a pretty big 
cage.  If you aren’t home a lot, 
your cage will need to be big 
so the ferret can have some 
space.  If the ferret can’t come 
out of iťs cage at least three times a week, I would not 
suggest getting one.

Soft bedding is also important.  There are many 
different types and the kind you get is your decision.  
Every couple of weeks you will need to clean out the 

bedding.  This will help get rid of some of the odor.  
Ferrets have a very musky smell to them that not all 
people like.

In my opinion ferrets should never be housed out 
doors!!!!!!  This is because they are very susceptible to 
disease.  Your ferrets will need a trip to the vet at least 
twice a year to make sure they are in tip-top shape!  Find 
a ferret friendly vet first.

Some things you will need in the ferreťs cage are: a litter 
box, a hammock or soft bed, a little critter water bottle, 
a food dish, and at least one toy.  Ferrets use the 
bathroom in a litter box and need their litter cleaned 
out daily.  They poop a lot!!!!!(Ha, Ha, Ha!)  A good litter 
that I recommend is a clumping litter.  That type of 
litter makes cleaning out the box easier and keeps the 
odor down.  You can buy actual ferret litter boxes.

The food they eat is simple.  You can feed them ferret 
food or chicken flavored kitten food.  The chicken gives 
them nutrients so if you choose a kitten food for your 
ferreťs diet, make sure chicken is listed as the main 
ingredient.

Ferrets need exercise, and if their environment stays the 
same they become bored and eat.  This can make them 
fat and unhealthy.  When I let my ferrets out I shut all 
the doors to rooms I don’t want them in, pick up any 
plants, or hazardous things that the ferrets can get into.  
Don’t let them get around other animals that would 
want to hurt them, such as cats.  This procedure is called 
ferret-proofing your home.  Always supervise your 
ferrets while they play.  Ferrets can squeeze into very 
small places, and 
if dishwasher 
and washing 
machine 
doors are left 
open, they 
may get 
curious and 
climb in.  
Keep them 
away from 
electrical 
wires because 
they might be tempted to chew them.  Rubber bouncy 
balls may be fun to ferrets, but they can bite little pieces 
off and choke on them.  Ferrets that have been together 
for many years shouldn’t be separated unless they are 
hurting one another.
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A ferret fact you might want to know is: a baby ferret is 
called a kit.

Ferrets have an odor, so different companies make ferret 
shampoo.  What some people don’t know is that the 
more you wash your ferret the more oil they produce.  
Iťs the oil in their fur that smells.  Iťs best to only 
bathe your ferret once a month.

A great ferret company that sells ferrets is Marshal 
Farms.  You will find that most pet stores get their 
supply of ferrets from Marshal Farms.  If you are 
wondering how you can tell if your ferret is from there, 
look behind on of the ears.  If there are two blue dots, 
then iťs a Marshal ferret!

Ferrets bring joy 
and laughter and 
are so much fun 
to watch.  One 
game I play with 
my ferrets is 
called sock 
bomb (which I 
found on the 
internet).  Get 
some rolled up 

socks and gently toss it at your ferret.  Your ferret will 
soon catch on and attack the socks and be ready for 
more!  You will laugh ‘till your head explodes!!

Thank you for reading this article.  I hope you have 
found this information useful and take to mind what I 
have said before making your purchase. Have fun with 
your new fuzzy friends!

By Animal Enthusiast Breanne Grover

Artist: Jarrod Lemons

EXPLORING NATURE WITH MARK
                             

  Do you like the outdoors? Well then , you will 
love this!

Mark Warren is a naturalist, a naturalist is someone who 
teaches others about nature .He is very nice, he will try 
to bring you closer to nature than you ever thought you 
would ever be. Mark knows which tracks goes with 

which 
animal. He 
can teach 
you which 
plants are 
good to eat 
& which 
aren’t , but 
before you 
go putting 
different 
plants in 
your mouth 

you should have an adult or another naturalist with you.

   If you have a question , don’t be shy go ahead and ask 
him. He will answer the best he can. One of his rules is 
don’t bring a plant to him, but bring him to the plant. 
Mark is very fun, he sometimes tells great stories about 
himself. I would recommend this class to children and 
adults alike.

   On May 3rd, I went to Champion Creek with Mark & 
other homeschoolers. The significance of Champion 
Creek is that Pickens 
County has bought this 
place and the Mountain 
Conservation Trust is 
protecting it to keep 
loggers from cutting it 
down. We looked at 
raccoon and deer tracks 
along the way. We ate a 
few tree leaves and 
smelled a few roots and 
flowers. We made rope 
from tulip magnolia 
bark and watched the 
river. I met lots of nice 
people and did lots of 
interesting things. This has been some of the best times 
I’ve ever had.

By Trevor Sparrow, Adventurer
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MOM

You’re always there to give me advice,
Even though at times I don’t think it is right.
You’ve proven me wrong time and again.
And no matter what I do,
Your love for me will never end.
You’ve been there with me through it all,
Good times, bad times, you’ve always stood tall.
Sometimes I’m ungrateful, but as I get older I see,
That everything that I admire in you,
Is in me.

By Catherine Montemayor

Artist: Breanne Grover

UPCOMING EVENTS WITH 
HOMESCHOOL EXCURSIONS

11 May  Camp Sunrise Planetarium on seasons 
  and constellations in Fairmount, GA
17 May   Town of Tate Tour
18 May  Homeschool Herald Meeting at the 
  Pickens County library, 12-2:00
19 May  Xperiememtal Puppetry Theatre at the 
  Center for Puppetry Arts
30 May  Visit to the Athens area to collect 
  submissions for the June Herald and 
  to take the new cover photo
31 May  Program with Mark Warren
1 April  Homeschool Herald Meeting at the 
  Pickens County library, 12-2:00

Contact Homeschool Excursions for more information 
or to make reservations.

FROM PHONE TO FLOWER
(THIS IS QUOTED FROM AN ARTICLE I RECEIVED 

FROM A HOMESCHOOL MOTHER.  I DO NOT KNOW 
IN WHICH MAGAZINE IT WAS PUBLISHED, SO THE 

PROPER REFERENCES ARE NOT AVAILABLE)
Scientists in England didn’t have a magic wand - yet they 
turned a cell phone into a sunflower!  How did they do 
it?  The cell phone’s cover is made of a new plastic that 
decomposes, or rots, when it is buried in soil.  Then a 
sunflower seed inside grows into a flower.

Scientists created the Earth-friendly plastic to help 
reduce the growing trash problem.  This year more than 
25 million cell phones 
will end up in the 
garbage.  Along with 
the millions of other 
items people throw out, 
all that trash adds up.

Where does the garbage 
go?  Most of it goes into 
landfills.  A landfill is an 
area where trash is buried 
between layers of soil.  Many cities and towns are 
running out of places to dump trash.  Scientists hope the 
new phone cover will lessen the need for landfills.

MY PERSONAL ALLERGY REMEDY
Allergies have always been a problem for me.  As a child, 
I had allergy shots twice a week, and was gradually 
weaned off of them.  They definitely helped, but I still 
have a hard time in the spring.  Or had, is more 
appropriate.

Vaccines are a preventative measure taken for many 
serious illnesses, but do you know what a vaccine really 
is?  It is a small dose of the illness, not enough to get 
sick, but enough to let your immune system build a 
resistance to avoid getting sick in the future.

I vaccinated myself all winter, and had no allergy 
symptoms this spring, except two days of drowsiness 
from the excessive pollen.  I ate small amounts of local 
bee pollen and lots of raw local honey throughout the 
fall and winter.  My body developed an immunity to the 
allergens in the pollen, so I breathed easy this spring 
while everyone else struggled.  If you try this method, 
make sure all the pollen and honey you eat is raw, not 
pasteurized. 
Please consult your physician before making any medical  or 
dietary decisions.

By Former Allergy Sufferer, Vered Kleinberger 
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TSUNAMIS - SILENT KILLERS
Tsunamis, also known as tidal waves and seaquakes, can 
be summarized in two words- RUN AWAY! Tidal waves 
are not a very good name for them since they have 
nothing to do with the tides. Tsunamis often take people 
by surprise since from a distance they look like regular 
waves. The word Tsunami is actually a Japanese word 
meaning “storm wave”.  

Tsunamis can travel at speeds between 400-500 miles 
per hour. The wall of water they create can be up to 100 
feet high. What causes these massive waves that travel 

so fast and 
destroy 
everything in 
their path? 
Tsunami are 
cause by 
submarine 
movements; not 
the submarine 
vessels that 
travel through 
the ocean, but 
“sub” meaning 
beneath and 
“marine” meaning 

the ocean. So basically, giant movements beneath the 
ocean floor cause them. Some of these type movements 
could be an earthquake, landslide, or underwater 
volcanic eruption. 

How can you tell a tsunami is coming? Many times an 
ordinary looking storm swell is the first sign a tsunami is 
about to hit. What happens next is not ordinary. The 
water will wash far out away from the beaches and land, 
leaving large exposed areas where water was before. 
Within a few short minutes of this happening, the water 
returns, only with great volume and speed that can cause 
huge amounts of devastation. It is kind of like having 
water slosh backward in a bowl. When you try to level it 
out, it often surges forward and spills out the other side 
of the bowl. 

An earthquake that measured 9.5 on the Richter scale 
created the largest tsunami ever recorded. Probably the 
most destructive tsunami before 2004 occurred 
following the explosive eruption of the volcano 
Krakatoa in the East Indies on Aug. 27, 1883. Over 
36,000 people were killed as a result of that wave. The 
second largest ever was the one that hit Asia on 
December 26th, 2004. It measured a 9.3 and caused over 
200,000 deaths and billions of dollars in damage. On 

one beach, many vacationers were saved when a little 
British girl who had recently studied Tsunami in school 
told her Mom that the water pulling quickly away from 
the beach was a danger sign. Because the people at that 
beach were warned, they all moved to higher ground and 
were not hurt. 

If you remember the warning signs yourself, it could one 
day save your life, or the lives of others. It did for that 
little British girl. So if you see what looks like a storm 
moving in across the water followed by water quickly 
rushing away from the beach, remember those two 
important little words I told you earlier- RUN AWAY!

Written by Patrick Johnson

Artist:  Nathan Whittington, age 8
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Artist:  Rebekah Whittington, age 11

VEGETABLE FUEL?

What is this news sweeping the nation about people 
running conventional cars on vegetable oil??  This is 
exactly the question I asked myself over a year ago as I 
searched the options of alternative energy sources.  I 
soon discovered that used vegetable oil offers an 
affordable and completely feasible way to convert a 
diesel vehicle to a veggie powered machine ready to 
meet my transitory needs.  With rising fuel prices, a 
FREE fuel source is always a refreshing sight.

How are people able to take used vegetable oil and run it 
in an automobile?  Rudolph Diesel invented the diesel 
engine to run on peanut oil, but it is also very 
compatible with is a less refined oil product known as 
diesel.  Currently, auto manufacturers are producing 

vehicles designed 
for a fossil fuel 
with an engine 
designed for 
veggie-oil.  In 
order to run 
vegetable oil in 
your diesel 
engine, you need 
to try and make 
it as thin as 
diesel fuel by 

heating it, mixing it, or performing some chemistry on 
it.  This is important because you don’t want to over-
stress your fuel pump and clog your fuel filters.

Where is the catch?  Well, filtering used vegetable oil 
can be 
messy until 
you get 
your 
system 
down.  
Most 
people just 
don’t want 
to deal 
with 
collection, 
filtering, 
and 
maintenance involved.  The rewards of running your car 
on used vegetable oil are plentiful, but primarily I love 
the idea of not being reliant on foreign fuel and 
supporting large powerful oil companies.  Feel free to 
contact me if you have questions or answers. 

Written by Oren  Kleinberger
oren@ecologicalcreations.com 

Artist: Ali Lemons 

Artist: Jacob Whittington, age 4
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
  

THEIR PATRONAGE SUBSIDIZES PROGRAM COSTS TO REDUCE 
HOMESCHOOL EXCURSIONS’ ACTIVITY FEES, AND HELPS TO MAKE 

THIS NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

 

Imagine whirling, creating, storytelling, 
and singing.  Nowhere else is learning 

this much fun.

Kindermusik nurtures every facet of your growing 
child through the power of music.

Thelma Cagle, licensed instructor
(770) 893-2920

Music Trap
c/o Thelma Cagle
5712 Cove Road
Jasper, GA 30143

 Claims Management  Services, Inc. is a privately held 
company specializing in all areas of  casualty risk 
exposure; claims administration, adjusting and 
consulting services for self-insured clients, group self-
insured, fronted programs,  traditional insurance clients 
and clients with substantial retentions or  deductibles.

Claims Management Services, Inc.
360 Market Place
Roswell, Georgia  30075
770-998-7411

  Summer Soccer Camp
conducted by

JC International Soccer
Directed by Jacenir Silva and Roland Buchanan

June 13-17, 2005

Jasper Middle School (Pickens County)

Boys and Girls ages 5-18

For Information and Registration call (706) 253-7277

Pay Dates           Half Day (9am-12pm)    Day (9am-3pm)

before 5-31-05	      $70	 	 	 $100

after 5-31-05	      $90	 	 	 $120

10% off additional family members and teams of 10 or more 

  

Protecting the North Georgia 

Mountains. 

104 North Main Street, Suite B3

Jasper, Georgia 30143

(706)253-4077

info@mctga.org  www.mctga.org
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  Your advertisement can be here!

Reach hundreds of  
homeschooling families monthly.

Please help support this newsletter and 
Homeschool Excursions. 100% of  the 
income generated through advertising 
supplements program costs to make all 

activities affordable.
Contact Homeschool Excursions for more information

Sole to Soul
 Reflexology to Heal Body and Spirit

Reflexology is a relaxing, non-
invasive complementary therapy 
using a gentle but firm pressure 
to stimulate reflex areas found 

in the hands, feet, and ears.

Call Janis Kleinberger for an appointment 

or for more information:

(404) 375-8678

Pickens County 
Homeschoolers

Come join our           
new group for 

homeschooling families 
in the Pickens County 
area.  Visit our Yahoo! 

group for upcoming events or just to chat. 

Pickens Yahoo Group

See you soon!

PROGRAMS AT THE PICKENS 
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

June 5-11:  Storytime “Here Come the Clowns”

 June 7:  Job Workshop for Teens    
 * Learn what it takes to be a successful job applicant 
* Don’t forget to bring your information to fill out a job 
application ! ! ! ! ! !
! !
 June 9:  Clowning Around
* Starts at 2:00      
* Welcome to Clown Alley.  We will be having 
  lots of fun attempting to juggle, putting on 
  clown faces, and playing clown games.  We will
  also make a clown craft to take home.
* This program is geared for grades K-2, but
.  all are welcome.
* Register at the circulation desk.

June 16:  Welcome to the Reading Guitar Man!
*Starts at 2:00
*Local author Chris Rumble will entertain us with his 
“FUNtastic” musical reading program.

June 23:  Marionette Puppetry
*Starts at 2:00
*Youth in grades 3 or above are welcome to join us in 
making and learning to control a marionette puppet.  We will 
do some puppet skits with them.
*Please pre-register

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT 
THE PICKENS COUNTY LIBRARY AT 

(706) 692-5411
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Many families have asked if their homeschoolers can 
submit contributions even if they can’t attend the 
planning meetings in Pickens County.  Of course they 
can!  You are welcome to e-mail or snail mail their 
creative contributions to Homeschool Excursions.  

A SPECIAL THANKS TO...
• All the homeschoolers who contributed to the 

production of this first issue.  This couldn’t have been 
done without you!

• The Pickens County Library for allowing us to use 
your facility for our meetings.

• The homeschool parents of Georgia for your messages 
of support and encouragement.

• Janis Kleinberger for all her assistance and generosity.

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF IMAGES
Logo on front drawn by Abby, Sam, Breanne, and Ayla
Clip Art drawn by Abby and Breanne
http://www.surfersvillage.com/news.asp?Id_news=15298
http://www.snopes.com/photos/tsunami/tsunami2.asp

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Please contact Homeschool Excursions to be placed on 
our mailing list, e-mail loop, or for advertising rates.  

Receive a copy of the Homeschool Herald monthly in 
your mailbox for the low rate of $10.00 a year, which 
includes coupons and other offers not available online.

We gladly accept tax deductible donations to 
supplement program costs in an effort to make all of our 
exciting activities affordable for everyone.

(770) 605-2451
homeschoolexcursions@earthlink.net
PO Box 1283
Jasper, GA 30143
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Homeschool Herald Order Form

Name: _________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:_______________________   E-mail:_____________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________

City:________________________ State:____________ Zip Code:__________________

Number of homeschooled students in your household:____________

Please fill in the above information and mail it with your payment of $10.00 per year for home delivery of the 
Homeschool Herald.  Your support helps supplement the exciting opportunities offered by                                

Homeschool Excursions for homeschoolers in Georgia.

Mail subscription information to:

Homeschool Excursions

PO Box 1283

Jasper, GA 30143
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Whaťs Inside?
Yummy Recipes

From dinner to dessert

Crafty Crafts

Let your creative juices flow as you try 
these at home

Photos: Those We Call Mom, or 
Something Like That

May is mom’s month, so we asked you to 
send us photos of mother figures 
(mom, grandma, aunt, etc); photos are 
available online

Songs, Poems, and Pictures

See what the homeschoolers have 
created

The Magic of Mistakes

A group of homeschoolers had the 
opportunity to participate in a 
unique art class a couple weeks 
ago.  Heather Sotack, an art 
instructor from Decatur, came to 
Pickens County to lead a class that 
focused on accepting ‘mistakes’ 
and incorporating them into the 
finished piece.

The students used permanent 
markers in a guided drawing 
activity picturing a squirrel, a bird, 
and a mouse sitting together on a 
branch.  Heather broke down the 
major components, such as 
feathers and fur.  They then began 
drawing the complete image, a 
piece at a time.  The class ended 
with the kids coloring their 
creation with water color crayons, 
which creates an interesting 
textured effect.

Many of the pictures created in 
the class are displayed throughout 
this issue.  We hope you enjoy the 
creativity each student brought to 
his or her masterpiece.

Homeschool Excursions, Inc.

PO Box 1283

Jasper, GA 30143
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